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29 Years Later - Last MCGA Board Meeting for Theresa Bergsma

April 20 and June 1, 2017 mlarked two special dals i
hi story of the Manitoba
countl ess board meetngs
Bergsma atended her | ast
Theresa ofcially retred
MCGA wish her a happy retr

t AOGdzNBRY HAMT
tK2G2 ¢F {18y o8

Manitoba Corn Committee Update

{doYAJSR o0& 51 NBf wSE
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Five Grower Organizations Sign Milestone MOU, Work Towards Merger

Carman,MB-May2-A mi | est one Memorandum of Understanding (M
fve, milnked commodity associatons to work towards mer
efciencies and maximize proftability and sustainabil

The involved organizatons i
Growers Associaton (MPSG),

ncl

ude Mani toba Corn Gr oy

Manitoba Flax Growers As:
Canada (NSAC) and the Mani tMwWBGAYheat and Barl ey Assc

The MOU represents a signifcant step forward foll owi
above groups could beter workdTheg®Bolaed ©d MmMaxiemit ne s
MCGA have taken a |l ead in showcasié&asqylow aamo mdmeo driotcyg u
was recently hired as gener adlThman M@&r sofgnbdsh aMWwbB G A
ship between all the involved commodity groups as Wwe¢
our organizatons an improve efcienci&s and deliver
The commodity organizatons involved are seeking the
their commitment to merge from infancy to fruiton b\
t melines and consultaton with members.

The groapphaedeterminaton of what this commonTlke mmodIi
group has expressed, unequivocally, that it wil!l ma |
represents wil/l have a strong, <c¢ritcal voice in shafg
These talks began in the spring of 2014, when at t he
groups began gaining moment um. I n November of that
investng minimal doll ars towards pursuing the idea ¢
coll aboraton group was formed. Since that tme, a gr
t di scuss the possibilites that have |l ed to the exc¢
Currently, all of the above commodity groups, with t
t h same building in Car man, Manit oba.

While fve grower organizatons have si-gineded heo mdd i t
groups to join the merger talks, provided they have
increasing proftability among their far mer members.
wor king group in April of 2018 afer the frst phase

-30

For more information, please contact: Pam de Rocqui gny,

204 . 74 5p.abn6@lanli t obacorn. ca
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2016 Census of Agriculture - A Focus on Manitoba

Agricul tur al
10, 2017
Mani tspleai f c

Highlights include:

resul ts

dat a
were released from
resuMamsi i abdheFrireamdley Qfbor

t he

young

has lboeagOcihod rl ke 2telde Caenf€asadfh Agnice
280 1s6u n@neanrsyu so |
farm op

1

T Manitoba had the
Table 1: Census of Agriculture, Acres of Field Crops, 2011 vs 2016
of ar m o puenrdaetro r3sb
age and the secol Field Crops 2011 2016 +/-
ton of farm oper Canol a3, 288, 839499, 6848, 93)p
T Women accounted Spring wheba8té, P9 826, 783560, 5|37
operators in Mani Soybean§g05, 032,645, 3940, 3|5
slightly from 23 Oat s 695,94344, 086251, 849
the natonal aver Barl ey 483,432415,93667, 49%p
1 There wecenddsi mnb: Grain Corn 211,148 364,905 153,757
Manitoba in 2016 Field Pe3a9s, 610163, 15323, 5(43
2011 and | arger Winter wheéadr 705061, 16451, 54|
at t he nat onal |l Edi bl e Béand27125, 92348, 496
9 Cropland rose 7. Silage Corn 78,649 121,253 42,604
acres in 2016 widt Fall ry®9, 774113, 74053, 9664
accountng for 12 Flaxseetli67, 36782, 787 -84, 5§p
Canada. Sunfowerg3, 38069, 948 6,568
1 Oilseed and graid Potatoesg2,043 67,673 -4,3790
most common farm {2dz2NOSY KgLINkkggsopdaidl i§OI ypaodooOl
with 65.3% of the total farm |l and being used to ¢
1 Canola remained the | eading feld crop by area in
1 Manitoba exceeded national growth rates for grain corn (up 72.8%).
1 Gross farm receipts rocspetatssdi @xpebhsesdnton$3065p
f More than half of the gross farm receipts in Manif
1 The number of pigs in Manitoba rose 18. 7% from 20
increase in pigs in Canada.
T The number of beef catle declined 7.9% from 2011
beef catle declined 14. 1%.
Canada 150: Farming in Manitoba
Manitoba joined Confederaton on July 15, 1870. In 18
was included, there were 9,077 reported farms in the
hogs. While wheat is st prevalent in the pro®i nce,
cropland is now dedicated to oil seeds, partcularly ¢
prov@ nfcel d crop area in 2016. There were 3.4 million
more than in 1881.

Statistics Canada would like to thank the farming community of Manitoba for their participation and assistance

in the 2016 Census of Agriculture.
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/95-640-x/2016001/article/14806-eng.htm

Dining on Corn Borers: Some common natural enemies of European corn borer

. @ W2KYy DF@gft2alAz 9yid2Y2ft23 ==t (i dzNX
Corn growers are encouraged or E
corn borer eggs and | arvae ower ¢
agronomists are not the onl ur op e
borers. In this artcle we wj ects
may also be looking for Eur]| your
A |l ot of people recognize t e to
But many species are opport t wi l
|l ot more than just aphids. ot ed
(¢ 2t S2YWShdFtfIi16.5 and 15% ofl
eggs were fed on in two dif \ u ber «
indi vi dual adult spoted | ad \ me a\
59.4 per day. This species k\ TN LN al so
pollen, which will help kee|lFftoure 1. Egg masseshef qRgrop¢
mass on the | ower Il efjis cl
borer eggs.
A study in New York State found that in additon to ¢
| I NY2ERINABRRE a species of minute piraNFadARyeaadideal
feed on European corn borer eggs. For some stages of
poll en reduced egg prQednaotto nwopretrh isntscekcitn.g It og uoenses fioto d
predators will be present in corn if aphids and poll
Research in Al berta and Que S W e
the releases of ¢aNApCGK 2assMInYY [| S
considerably reduce Europeaf‘ Il n t
study, CNIOKEBONE VWA Op S per ol
released, and the reducton |} 1 in o
pl ots ranged from 85% to 87|y “h5 to
1992 (The Canadi an -3E0nit)o.mo | lof o~
study, 5C¢CNROK2 RHNKB At Sed |8
of European corn borer in c ‘I he
ears damaged was reduced by b opl e
uUus @A OK2ANMNI EWleet corn i®n hvedacdil, - & :
informaton on the practcal.i Figure 2. An overwinterf gg cCc
. < . . Asian | ady beetl es. Thej col o
these i mpore¢NIMHOKDPBNIEEWI Df er varies in this splecies
Canadian prairies is not known, SO altnodgn potent al
efectve when established, this may not <carry over t

While birds in corn can somet mes Dbwei nag epd obbll aecnk b it rhdesr e
tmes feed on corn | ate in the summer, and can at t me
they feed on when they are in youwioged béhd&bi Adst
European corn borfeal,| p(aGancaudiaan yJauwnrinSs8t ¢o.f TZhoeoyl oagpyp. e
responsi ble for | owering corn borer populatons in st
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benefts prenindged by arckdbi rds t hrough predaton on cor

damage the birds did to standing corn. In a study i
and eat overwintering |l arvae of Europea2al4g®Dyn DBwr\eirv
overwintering | arvae was about 50% |l ess in uncaged t
Crows that are overwintering usually do not damage ¢
control agents.

So should you start to fnd some corn borer eggs whil
are not the only one |l ooking for them. For more infc¢
Manitobéap:séeww. gov. mb. ca/agriculture/crops/insects]/

Why Research? What is Research? And Why would Farmers Invest in Research?

{dzo YAGSR yoy8 YIl2YWRy a1 A X wSaSk NOK al yl 3SNJ

These are all gquestons that speak to the wunder
cheaxfk funds to invest in research over the vyea

This question Why research?¢ requires us to define the goal of this enterprise. Wh'y shoul d we
bot her? What do we hope to accomplish? As | be
i mportant for me to understand what corn growe
board and the research commitee contnue to come back

proposal or consider a research investment opportuni
l i ke all parts of agriculture business dimeoMareist ph a L
Growers Associaton (MCGA) recognizes the need for re
their growers and intend to facilitaté the devel opme

What is research? Do we continue to research because we need to throw out everything we knew before?

Absolutely NOT. Research is an iteratve process. We
gone before us. This body of knowledge that we empl c
al ways step by step in a linear path but rather by ¢
contnuous i mprovement mode. Questons contnually ari s
through weather, engineering or the biology of the r
of questons from the people who are intmately invol v

pass on observatons that test the assumptons behind

Why would farmers invest in research? Mani t oba corn growers have been abl
productvity. We just need to think back to the great

with fewer crop failures. Of course we think about t
foundatonal but i f we cannot achieve the potental yi
management practces or under st @nedsi¢ghgfrtwdi €Ebrehtt hecnat
miss out on the advancement. This is what &e will coc
encourage research and experimentaton in variety i mg
potental of corn in Mangétoba, as a grain and silage
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http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/insects/pubs/predatorsofinsectsfactsheet.pdf

Optimum Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Strategies for Modern Corn Hybrids in Manitoba

Dr . Don Flaten with the Department of Soil Science 8
to the MCGA to update the N fertlizer recommeadat ons
project wil/l explore the most appropriate rates, sSou
hybrids in Manitoba. The project would involve varioc

1 .Gold level - intensive, small plot research experiments fully managed by the University of Manitoba

2 Silver level - research small plot research experiments conducted on commercial corn fields, in collaboration
with corn growers.

3 .Bronze level - on-farm testing using commercial scale equipment.

To |l earn more about the background and ratonale for
Th®&oQldkvel porton of the project wildl s t@ir flveevne 12 0t 1r8i.a
in 2017. The trials build upey eanrdk i ncrhpuldetsed hien f 20 1
T 5 small pl ot sites |l ooking at N rates to —-avater min

CMCDC Portage)

1 Eval uat ngs eseesveer adssenssments of N sufciency

T Eval uat ngs esaesveerr aN timi ngs -dndprapepsoabkbiholy sthaege, at
combinat on o fseuapsfoono nN. a nTdh iisn-fiast reaslti gpnreodt owciotlh dtehvee I
growers by MCGA and being implemented by Tone Ag

Treat ments include:
l1Rates: Superdy at O, 40, 80, 120, 160, 200 I b N/ ac
2ls8eason rates:
starter base rates plus 40 or 80 I b N/ac in seas:
cearly (V4) vs -tmopr N(V8) tming of Y

W2 Ky | SINR ¢AtX2 Aoy aRISLOWEASE Ady 3 &2 i KS ONR L) RSOSTt 2Tz a2
foll owing tables provide preliminary informaton on |
and when nitrogen was applied.

¢lofS MY LyAslf &a2Aaft b 0Sad NBadz Ga

Site Rep 1 Rep 2 Rep 3 Rep 4 Mean Previous crop
Letell]eB9 4 4 52 51 46 .4 Soybeahps

Wi nkl e 67 60 65 48 60 Pot at oles
Car man 52 32 4 4 47 4 4 Dry begans
Mel i t a 22 30 29 32 28 Spring |wheat
Portagp 35 54 42 48 45 Wi nter wheat

¢F06fS HYOhLISNI a2Yya

Site Soil Sampled Seeded N Applied

LetellliehApril 2May [t May 1
Winklgr May 1 May B May 1
Car ma Apr il 2May ¥4 May 9
Mel i th May 3 May 16 May 1
Portage May 5 May 15 May 1
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http://manitobacorn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2016-Corn-Nitrogen-Rate-Study-John-Heard.pdf

Optimum Nitrogen Fertilizer Management Strategies for Modern Corn Hybrids X X X X X X X @XypabypdzS R

Background and Rationale for the Study

¢KS a02LIS 2F GKAA LINE 2O®@EA yAGK BSdzi/NIR 31120 ¢ FIRRNEIaNMRG K 1D R
FSNBtAT a2y 2F Y2RSNY O2NY KE@oNRRA Ay alyAdz2ol Y | LILX
FYR Fd GK@ NumiaryYe® the background for each of t he

NRates-Mani t oba farmers are plantng corn hybrids with n
fertlizaton trials were conducted by the UMawePrsodojtegc
208 Fertlizaton fl®B3gpeciSaluddrespsd n( T@&&h iUSh hwnpivel dihmogvi
much more efcient than old hybrids with respect to n
more grain per | b of N thaf EeOHR2OHgKBakRbsS (EDlG WHVAT EN
YAGNRISY dzaS SYOASyO& KI @S NBRdAzOSR (GKS b NBIjdzZA NBYSy
Ay al yMdirRioRodzarrent recommendatons of almost 2 | b N/
recommendatons from other sources and represents a |

agronomic and environmental risks (eg. excess | eachi
NSources-Fer t |l i zer technol ogy has advanced considerably
corn in Manitoba. For exampl e, corn growers have acc
tain) or fertlizers that include urease inhibitors (
reduce ammonia volatlizaton | osses. They also have n
U, a8erWNe) that can help to reduce N | osses by Il each
N Timings and Placements-Fer t | i zat on applicaton techniques have a
common on or available to many farms in Manitoba, CO
|l ate in the growing season, when yield potental is n

excess moisture have di minished.

To addr ess t4RsgRigkt RatesSeutteg Macementraied Timing)a ppr oach f or nutri en
must be deter mi neyd dlodi ndeser mehwy brhiidgsh, with the f ol

fDetermine appropriate rates for N, based on soil
modern corn hybrids (e.g., the overall supply of
fDetermine the most efectve and efcient combinaton
suppl ement al applicatons during the growing seaso
fTEvaluate some innovatve soil tests for measuring
mi neralizaton during the growing season

fDevel op decision tools such as: soil testng, tssu
at various stages before plantng and throughout t

Growers wishing to be cooperators for Dr. Flaten@ ‘8OLD(level study starting in 2018 are encouraged to contact
the MCGA office soon since pre-selection (soil sampling) of sites will start this fall.

Summer field tours are being planned to showcase some of the great MCGA-funded
projects. Visit www.manitobacorn.ca and follow us on Twitter (@MbCornGrowers) for

updates of tour dates and locations!
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