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By the time you receive this Newsletter I 
hope that all of your crop is in the ground.  It 
has again been a very interesting #plant16 
as we hear the stories come in from around 
the province.  In parts of the province we 
hear that the lack of moisture has caused 
producers to plant earlier than they would 
have liked to catch moisture or even with-
hold planting at all because there is simply 
not enough moisture.  Then in other parts 
we hear that they are finally going full tilt 
because it has dried out enough that they 
can get a crop planted.  Just praying that 
come harvest time everyone had just the 
right amount of moisture to pull off a great 
harvest! 

In the office we have been busy getting ag-
ronomic projects set up and getting our Ad-
vance Payments Program finalized and up 
and running.  There have been changes to 
the overall 2016 program and they have 
kept us busy with changes to the agree-
ments and also to the application forms for 
producers.  As most of you are aware we 
can now advance on all crops so you don’t 
have to go to two different administrators, 
but the newest development is that we have 
also added some vegetable crops to our 
lineup.  We can now advance on beets, 
squash, pumpkins, carrots, broccoli, sweet 
corn and even sod.  So if you or someone 

you know is growing those crops please pass 
this information along. 

One other area that we are working on as an 
Association is building more of a working 
relationship with other grower associations.  
We, along with Manitoba Canola, Pulse & 
Soybean, Sunflower, and Wheat and Barley 
Associations have agreed to participate in a 
series of discussions throughout the coming 
year.  Regular meetings between staff, lead-
ership, and governance bodies across these 
organizations will be scheduled with the ob-
jective of discovering how they can work 
more effectively to maximize member val-
ue.  The intent is to build upon the existing 
collaborative relationships such as CropCon-
nect, shared office space and administration. 

Our Association has already been working 
with Manitoba Wheat and Barley in areas of 
administration and research expertise. We 
feel that this brings benefits to both Associa-
tions, so it will be very interesting to see 
what else can be developed over time. 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter there is a piece 
about the Agricultural Census—please take 
the time to fill yours out.  Decisions that 
affect your farming operations are based on 
these numbers. 

Wishing you all a great finish to #plant16!! 
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2016 MCGA Board of Directors 

We would like to welcome our newest director to the MCGA Board, Patrick Friesen, who is a grain and hog farmer from the 
Niverville area. The MCGA is pleased to have Patrick on board, and we think he will bring a new dynamic to our group. 

Myron Krahn, President, Carman   Patrick Friesen, Niverville   Reginald Johnson, Arborg 

Leonard Wiebe,  Vice President, Carman Dustin Krahn, Winkler   Emile Morin, Otterburne 

Dennis Thiessen, Steinbach   Dean Toews, MacGregor   Roland Unger, Arden    

Garett Veldman, Carman    Trevor Wytinck, Cypress River 
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Two things: frost and insects! 
 
I have been watching a few plants that were, in my opinion, severely injured in the frost event on May 13th.  Depending on soil 
texture at the surface, I feel as though damage could have occurred deeper than what we normally experience from early 
frosts; leaf tips and stalk wilting. This week I am noticing plants that look like they were damaged under the soil surface, which 
would be a result of the dry soils and the severity of the frost we got, meaning the cold temperatures were easily able to pene-
trate the surface of the soil and affect plants lower down. So, this might be the reason you aren’t seeing the crop spring back as 
quickly as normal. 
 
I have a plant pictured below, that I have been following for a couple of days. Figure 1 is from May 18, the day I found the 
plant. I transplanted it into a container so I could bring it with me and follow its daily recovery. Figure 2 is May 19th, and evi-
dence that I may have already killed it... However, I have marked a few plants from this same field and I intend to follow their 
recovery as well. I will post my findings in my next Agronomy Report, so you can see what actually is happening as these plants 
are trying to cope with all of the stresses they are encountering. (Sign up for the MCGA Agronomy Report at 
www.manitobacorn.ca on the right side bar.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With regards to insects, you want to be looking for the same things you are always looking for at this time of year: wireworms, 
seedcorn maggot and cutworms.  I want you to be looking for wireworms right now. In the event that we ever have to deal 
with a neonic ban in Manitoba, you need to know whether you’re at risk or not.  Wireworms are small but mighty and they can 
do a lot of damage, completely robbing plants before they have a chance to grow. If there is presence in a field, wireworms will 
have an impact on almost any crop you plant there in the future, so it’s extremely beneficial to know if you have a problem or 
not. Please scout! 
 
Secondly, it is cutworm time. Check plants for clipping and bite marks, because cutworms are defoliators, which makes 
scouting a little bit easier. What is difficult this year is that because it is so dry, the cutworms go below ground even deeper 
than normal, to find cooler temperatures. To scout, look for clipped or defoliated seedlings, most likely a few plants in a row. 
Cutworms will follow a row of plants, so keep your eyes open for fresh damage 
and start digging in the affected seed row.  The economic threshold for cut-
worms when more than 5% of the plants show damage and the cutworms are 
under 1” in length, so scouting is imperative for prevention!  
 
 
Morgan Cott 
Field Agronomist, MCGA 
(204) 750-2489 
morgan@manitobacorn.ca 
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FIGURE 1:  May 18/16 FIGURE 2; May 19/16 

FIGURE 3: Dingy cutworms, May 19/16 



 

The Census of Agriculture is now on the horizon. In early May, you will have received a letter with easy to 

follow instructions on how to complete your questionnaire. 

Census of Agriculture data are the definitive source of community-level data. By drawing on these data, 

decision-makers will be assured that they are acting in the interest of farmers, farm communities and 

agricultural operations. 

Farm organizations are heavy users of census data and draw on this information to formulate policy 

recommendations, produce communications and outreach work, and conduct market development. 

Regional, provincial and federal government policy advisors use Census of Agriculture data to help develop 

programs related to farm support and to evaluate the impact of natural disasters (such as floods, droughts and 

storms) on agriculture. This allows for a quick reaction when a natural disaster does occur. 

The Census of Agriculture has other benefits: 

¶ It identifies trends and provides factual information on emerging issues, opportunities and challenges 

within the agricultural community. 

¶ Its questions cover a wide range of topics, such as land use, crops, livestock, agricultural labour, 

machinery and equipment, land management practices, and farm finances. 

Support your community and complete your Census of Agriculture questionnaire in May 2016!It can be 

completed by anyone who is responsible for, or knowledgeable about, the day-to-day management decisions 

of your farming operation. As required by the Statistics Act, the information you provide will be kept 

confidential and used only for statistical purposes. 

Important changes made to the online questionnaire for 2016: 

¶ Streamlined and easy to complete 

¶ Shorter and 30% faster to complete than in 2011 

¶ Respondents are no longer required to provide detailed farm expenses 

¶ Automatically adds totals and skips questions that donôt apply to your operation. 

Completing your questionnaire online is quick and easy: 

Go to Statistics Canadaôs website at www.statcan.gc.ca and select the online questionnaire 

¶ Use the secure access code you will receive in the mail in May and conveniently complete your 
questionnaire. 

As a farm operator, you are legally required to participate under the Statistics Act. 
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/

